
NASS COVID-19 Update 19th March following Gavin Williamson’s 
announcement on 18th March 

 
NASS members will have seen or heard about the Secretary of State for 
Education’s announcement about school closures yesterday. We know it has 
caused a huge level of stress and anxiety for school leaders, staff and 
families. 
 
As things stand: 
 
1. Mainstream schools will close this Friday and not re-open until further 
notice 
2. Schools for ‘vulnerable children’ including special schools will remain open 
and should consider offering support to day students over the Easter holidays 
 
NASS was contacted by DfE 45 minutes before the announcement was 
made! We have told DfE how concerned we are about the Government’s 
position and the intolerable burden it will put on leaders and staff within the 
special school sector. DfE plans to issue further advice to special schools as a 
matter of urgency and this may even be available by the time you receive this. 
 
The message given by DfE officials was somewhat more subtle than Gavin 
Williamson’s announcement might have suggested. They are aware that 
special schools may have no choice but to close if their staffing levels are too 
low or if they have learners who are particularly vulnerable to infection. In 
such situations, it is reasonable for leaders to take the decision to close the 
school and there should be no penalisation of any leader who takes this 
decision. 
 
Where schools actively wish to stay open for as long as possible, the DfE 
supports this and the aim of the announcement was to give special schools 
the ability to ‘opt out’ of closures where they believe they can continue to offer 
a safe service. The aim is not to put pressure on schools to stay open or 
make staff feel guilty about taking the decision to close.  
 
The Government DOES want to keep 52-week provision going as long as it 
possibly can. There should be more announced in the coming days on what 
support they will offer to make this happen. We expect them to look closely at 
individual settings and we hope this will mean they gain a sense of what life is 
like on the ground at the moment. 
 
The DfE has asked us to keep reflecting back experiences from the sector so 
please do send us your concerns for us to represent. 
 
The DfE is putting together guidance to local authorities reminding them of 
their responsibilities to keep using their dedicated Schools Grant to continue 
to pay school fees. Consequently, the expectation will be that you retain and 
continue to pay all staff as usual during any closure.  
 



We recognize the huge stress that you are under and the ongoing strain trying 
to provide a service in such uncertain times is placing on you. We will 
continue to do all we can to advise and support you through these 
exceptionally tough times. This will include staying in daily contact with DfE, 
updating our guidance and representing your experiences. It may sound facile 
but please do take care of yourselves during this time. This is an 
unprecedented situation and we know just how hard you are all working to 
keep learners and staff safe. 
 
 


