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10th March 2020 
 
Dear Professor Bennett, 
  
I am a headteacher of a special school in Bradford, and regional rep for a special interest group 
called the 'Medicine in Specialist Schools steering group', which seeks to represent the interests of 
leaders, staff, parents and children with complex health needs, who attend special schools in 
England. 
  
Many of our schools are supported by dedicated nursing services, although most daily nursing tasks 
are now delegated to our school support staff. Prior to the current Corona virus event we have 
followed the Public Health England guidance on 'Flu-like illness and diarrhoea/vomiting in schools', 
which calls for staff to self-isolate for 48 hours after last symptoms, and we follow that rigorously, 
along with the hand-washing and general hygiene guidance, due to the vulnerability of our students.  
  
My additional concern in this scenario is that I believe our students with complex health needs have 
an elevated risk with Covid 19 due to comorbidities, and so I am interested to know whether any 
specialist consideration is being given to the special school pupil population as a distinct group? This 
concern arises as a result of the increased rates of mortality of special school students that were 
described following the 2009/10 swine flu outbreak. 
  
Although this group of children are small(ish) in number compared to the whole cohort of school 
students, they are probably the 30-40,000 most medically vulnerable children in the schools system, 
and I would urge Public Health England to consult on, and provide some specialist guidance for 
those school leaders who have these children in their care, as the general schools guidance 
produced so far does not reflect the realities of caring for these children, many of whom have multiple 
care plans for a range of medical conditions 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Dominic Wall 
 
 
 
 
Response received can be find on the next page. 
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12th March 2020 

 

Dear Mr Wall and colleagues 
  
Thank you for writing to PHE to raise the issues regarding as you say some of our most vulnerable children.  We 

manage all queries through our National Incident Control Centre (NICC) who in term commission guidance from 

experts for specific advice and specific groups in managing Covid19  
  
I have forwarded your message to the NICC and I will respond to you as soon as I receive their expert advice 
  
Best wishes 
  
Viv  
  
Professor Viv Bennett CBE 
Chief Nurse and Director Maternity and Early Years 
Public Health England 
Wellington House 
133-155 Waterloo Road 
London  SE1 8UG 
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