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Questions regarding the new Ofsted framework 
 
1.  My main question is whilst special schools are still schools, and many of the issues and 

judgements that apply to mainstream schools should rightfully bridge across to special 
schools, we are different – should there be an alternative judgement criteria in some 
areas or at least clear clarification on how mainstream judgements are to be translated 
to special schools? 

 
2. Are there plans to update or replace National Progression Guidance? The last update 

seems to have been given to us in 2009-10 (unless I've missed something) 
  
3. We all know that special schools differ a great deal - so a PMLD school (some London 

Boroughs have these) is very different than a SLD or MLD school. Will Ofsted be sending 
inspectors who have experience working in the same settings? In my last 3 personal 
experiences with inspectors only 1 lead inspector had what I'd regard as relevant 
experience in SLD / PMLD schools (the other 2 were from MLD and PRU backgrounds)  

  
4. Is Raise on Line relevant to SLD and PMLD schools - or indeed working / workable in any 

of these schools? I've heard a rumour that its being scraped for us  
 
5. What do Ofsted inspectors consider is valuable evidence to demonstrate pupil progress 

is rapid and sustained within EYFS when there is insufficient baseline to measure 
progress? 

 
6. I would really like some clarity regarding the timing of Special School inspections and 

the academy process. This seems to be really unclear at the moment. 

7. What would you expect to see in terms of progress for new year 7 students by the end 
of the first half term 

8. How often would you expect student progress to be collected in one place and 
analysed? 

9. How would OFSTED benchmark progress now that schools are being encouraged to 
design their own assessment schemes? 

10. How would national metrics for progress be used to evaluate a special school? 
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11. We were recently inspected and I found we need a discussion on outcomes and the 
evidence for them. In a severe learning disability setting outcomes which were small 
step and ‘measurable’ seemed to be approved rather than a wider long term personal 
developmental process. It seems that progress is a set place on the graph, rather than a 
journey. A pupil making progress in Maths whilst still under the table and unable to 
communicate with his peers, is not making the progress I admire in a SLD school, and 
yet is the one approved of. I just think we need a professional dialogue, as this is linked 
to holding teachers to account, if a teacher’s role is to teach Maths to the pupil under 
the table fair enough, but surely we will see the quality of the teaching with progression 
not in Maths but in sitting and communicating with peers. Not sure the Common 
Inspection Framework prioritises this. 

 
12. Has the definition of a coasting special school been agreed yet? 
 
13. What is happening to the P levels and progression guidance? 
 
14. When can we expect to have some output from the Rochford group?  
 
15. Would really appreciate a crystal clear statement on the timing of inspections for 

outstanding special schools. I had to write to David Selby to get confirmation that it is 
every 3 years. Ours is therefore due before the end of the summer term. We will see! 

 
 


